First Time Buyers
If you’re currently looking to buy your first home (And if you’re on this site, the smart money says you are), you’re probably already stressed out and fed up enough – and if you aren’t sick to the back teeth of estate agents, mortgage providers and removal companies yet, you soon will be!

In this guide, we’ll go over a few tips for first time buyers, and discuss ways that not only can you keep stress free, you can also save yourself money.

Know the language:

As obvious as it sounds, knowing the lingo and jargon of the house markets can go a long way to making your life easier. Forewarned is forearmed, as the saying goes, and knowing as much as possible about the transaction you’re making means that any demands or requests made of you are less likely to come as a shock when they happen, or can even be avoided with a little prior knowledge. 
Family:

Don’t be afraid to ask for a little help when it comes to your house purchase, and not just with removals! Members of your family who are already on the property ladder can help out in other ways too; as either guarantors or partners in a joint mortgage – their standing will likely help you out significantly.
Shop Around:
It’s tempting just to go straight to your bank or building society and applying for a mortgage, but with just a small amount of searching you will often find yourself a better rate – And not just on your mortgage. Many providers demand that you have life insurance in order to cover a mortgage, and once you move in, you will want to be covered with house insurance.  Home insurance comparison sites are your friends in these situations; just remember that the cheapest deal is not always necessarily the best.
Team Up:

Just because you’re single, it shouldn’t stop you from gaining a foothold on the property ladder. You and a friend could team up in order to buy a place – just make sure you write up a legally binding contract as a just-in case which will allow one of you to buy the other out. You could also consider renting a room out to somebody if you have one spare; the more people to share the bills, the better!
Location, Location, Location:
Depending on the area you live in, trying to find a place that suits you can be not only difficult, it can also be prohibitively expensive. Case in point: £150,000 would barely buy you a one bedroom flat in London, in somewhere like Manchester you can buy a house for the same money – and as such, moving away might be something to consider. Of course, the move doesn’t have to be permanent, as once you have that first step on the ladder you have the house as capital and as such can start to move upwards.
